
By Sgt. Shauna McRoberts, 1AD PAO 
BAGHDAD, Iraq – When Brian Freshley 
was 18 months old he picked up a toy 
tennis racket and tried to play it like a 
violin, using a plastic golf club as a bow.  

Amused, his maternal grandmother 
gave him a violin that once belonged to 
his grandfather, a World War II veteran. 
His parents had the violin restored and 
put it away in a closet until Brian was old 
enough to play it. 

But Brian, a native of Kennewick, 
Wash., never got the chance to grow into 
his grandfather’s violin. Instead, the 11-
year old Boy Scout decided he wanted to 
donate it to deployed service members.  

Now his grandfather’s violin is just 
one of several musical instruments 
available at Freedom Rest, an R&R 
facility in Baghdad, where Task Force 1st 
Armored Division Soldiers—the majority 
of whom have been deployed for over a 
year—can go to get away from the fight 
for a few days. 

 “It was nice to play music and think 
about something else for a little while,” 
said Spc. Everett Gaston, a light-wheeled 
mechanic with Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, TF 1AD, who 
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Donation to Baghdad R&R site is music to Soldiers’ ears 
recently visited Freedom Rest. “It means 
a lot to us that there are people in the 
United States that want to help Soldiers 
out here.”  

The idea to send musical equipment 
to Soldiers started with Dave and Karen 
Carpenter, also Kennewick natives and 
owners of Kennewick’s Music Machine, a 
retail music store.  

“We have many customers, 
employees, and friends in the Armed 
Forces and we wanted to give a little 
back,” the Carpenters said. “When you 
think about the sacrifices and 
commitment the troops make for us to be 
able to live our lives the way we do, it 
makes you want to help in some way, 
even if it is small in comparison.”  

The Carpenters contacted a local 
radio station and shared their idea. The 
radio station then contacted Jan Sass, a 
volunteer with “U.S. Troop Care 
Package,” an organization that sends 
care packages to deployed service 
members.  

“Dave and Connie Carpenter wanted 
to send a guitar to a (Washington) 
Soldier,” said Sass. “I suggested that the 
equipment be sent to Freedom Rest for two reasons: Soldiers wouldn’t be able to 

drag around musical equipment while 
fighting a war and more Soldiers would 
have access to the equipment in an R&R 
facility.” 

The Carpenters agreed with Sass 
and a plan was born. While Sass figured 
out how the organization would get the 
equipment to Baghdad, the radio station 
immediately began to ask for financial 
donations to pay the $600 shipping 
costs. 

It didn’t take long for the community 
to respond; within weeks enough 
donations had been dropped off at Music 
Machine, the radio station and U.S. 
Troop Care Package to send the 
equipment overseas.  

On Dec. 24, 2003 Brian’s violin, along 
with an electric guitar, a bass guitar, a 
drum set, amplifiers and microphones 
donated by the Carpenters, was sent to 
Freedom Rest. 

“I think my grandfather would like the 
Soldiers to be able to play his violin and 
feel better,” Brian said. “I feel proud to be 
able to send my violin to Iraq and help 
the Soldiers. “We read an article about a 
Juilliard School violinist who played for 
hours for the rescuers at the Twin 
Towers. It said music helped the firemen 
and policemen. I was hoping my violin 
could help the Soldiers.” 

A Task Force 1st Armored Division Soldier plays a violin at Freedom Rest, an R&R 
facility in Baghdad, Iraq. The violin was donated by Brian Freshley, an 11-year old 
Kennewick, Wash., native. The violin once belonged to his grandfather who fought in 
World War II. Brian’s violin, along with a number of other musical instruments, was 
donated to be used by troops staying at the get-a-way. 

Brian Freshley, 11, gives a patriotic 
salute from his native Kennewick, Wash., 
home to Soldiers serving overseas. Brian 
donated a violin to the Freedom Rest 
R&R facility in Baghdad, Iraq, for use by 
Task Force 1st Armored Division and 
other Soldiers at the get-a-way. 
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“Quote” of the Day: "Our lives improve only when we take chances -- and the first 
and most difficult risk we can take is to be honest with ourselves." 

-Walter Anderson (1903-1965), American artist and writer 
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Chaplain’s 
Thought for the 
Day… 
Accomplishments    
Theodore Roosevelt made 
the following comment when 
asked about dealing with 
adversity in striving to 
achieve things in life:  “We 
have got but one life here...It 
pays, no matter what comes 
after it, to try and do things, 
to accomplish things in this 
life, and not merely to have a 
soft and pleasant time.” 

Today in History... 
(Historynet.com) 
1615 
The fortress at Osaka, Japan, falls 
to Shogun Leyasu after a six-
month siege.  
1647 
Parliamentary forces capture King 
Charles I and hold him prisoner.  
1794 
British troops capture Port-au-
Prince, Haiti.  
1805 
Tripoli is forced to conclude peace 
with the United States after a 
conflict over tribute.  
1859 
The French army, under Napoleon 
III, takes Magenta from the 
Austrian army.  
1864 
Confederates under General 
Joseph Johnston retreat to the 
mountains in Georgia.  
1918 
French and American troops halt 
Germany's offensive at Chateau-
Thierry, France.  
1940 
British complete the evacuation of 
300,000 troops at Dunkirk. 
1943 
In Argentina, Juan Peron takes 
part in the military coup that 
overthrows Ramon S. Castillo.  
1944 
The U-505 becomes the first 
enemy submarine captured by the 
U.S. Navy.  
1944 
Allied troops liberate Rome. 
1953 
North Korea accepts the United 
Nations proposals in all major 
respects. 
1960 
The Taiwan island of Quemoy is hit 
by 500 artillery shells fired from the 
coast of Communist China.  

All day, every day 

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - The typical 
video game calls for shooting aliens, racing 
cars and beating enemies into submission, 
but publisher Ubi Soft Entertainment has 
decided gamers may also enjoy stumping 
for votes at a nursing home somewhere in 
Ohio.  

The company said on Wednesday it has 
signed a deal to publish "The Political 
Machine," a new game for PCs that puts 
players in control of the 2004 presidential 
campaigns of either incumbent President 
Bush or Democratic challenger, Sen. John 
Kerry. Players will also have the option of 
creating their own Republican or 
Democratic candidate or managing the 
campaign of a historical figure like Ronald 
Reagan or Franklin Roosevelt.  

The game will allow players to raise 
funds, barnstorm for votes and join 
candidate debates. 

"We figured it would be kind of fun to be 
able to go around the country and try to 
take out ads, debate on the issues that are 
out there ... and see how different 
candidates played up against each other," 
Brad Wardell, the game's designer told 
Reuters.  

Most of the game's demographic data is 
gathered from the U.S. Census, and 
candidates rise in the polls by appealing to 
states on the issues judged most important 
to them. 

That will require players to finesse their 
message to gain the backing of special 
interest groups and get the most states 
possible on board with their candidate, 
Wardell said.  

And while the game is clearly fallible as 
a predictive tool, Wardell said it offered 
some insight into real life politics.  

"According to our model, Kerry should 
pick Gephardt as his VP," he said, referring 
to Missouri Rep. Richard Gephardt, who he 
said could deliver states like Iowa and 
Missouri.  

So what about the outcome in 
November? "Right now, according to the 
model, Bush is going to lose by quite a bit," 
Wardell said. 
 

Oddly Enough… 
U.S. Election: The 
video game 

Sgt. Mark Satter, a forward observer 
with the 1st Armored Division Fire 
Support Element, speaks during the 
Division Memorial Day Ceremony at 
Baghdad International Airport, Iraq 
(File photo.) 
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Division AER drive 
continues through June 

 
1st Armored Division Public Affairs 
Office 

Task Force 1st Armored Division 
is running an Army Emergency 
Relief campaign through June 25 to 
heighten Soldiers’ awareness of the 
program. 

Through the donations this 
private nonprofit organization 
provides assistance to active duty 
Soldiers, retirees and family 
members. 

“This is the Army’s own 
organization that’s sole mission is to 
help soldiers and their dependents,” 
said Capt. Allison Morgan, TF 1AD 
AER campaign manager. “It 
provides assistance … in 
emergency or hardship situations.” 

AER provides assistance for 
food, rent or utilities; emergency 
transportation and vehicle repair; 
funeral expenses; medical and 
dental expenses; and personal 
needs when pay is delayed or 
stolen; as well as gives 
undergraduate-level education 
scholarships, based primarily on 
financial need, to children of 
soldiers. 

Though units around the Army 
only hold one campaign a year, 
Soldiers can make donations at any 
time, noted Morgan. 

The goal with the task force’s 
campaign is 100 percent contact – 
meaning every soldier is given the 
opportunity to donate. This is done 
through unit and section campaign 
representatives. Soldiers can donate 
via cash check or allotment and 97 
cents out of every dollar goes to the 
funds.  

“You don’t have to be a 
contributor to take advantage of the 
assistance,” Morgan said, adding, 
“(But) even if you never need it 
you’re still helping other Soldiers.” 

For more information on AER, 
Soldiers can contact their unit 
representatives, reference the 
program’s Army Regulation 930-4, 
or go to www.aerhq.org. 
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Start 
Time SPORTS ATLANTIC SPECTRUM PACIFIC NEWS

Start 
Time

0:00 HEADLINE NEWS 0:00

0:30 ACCESS HOLLYWOOD NBC NIGHTLY NEWS 0:30

1:00 CHAMPIONS TOUR - SENIOR PGA CHAMPIONSHIP: FINAL ROUND SPORTSCENTER THE WILD THORNBERRYS (TVY):  - THE !KUNG AND I 4 QTRS ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT 1:00

1:30 SPORTSCENTER SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (TVY):  -  BIG PINK LOSER / BUBBLE BUDDY CBS EVENING NEWS 1:30

2:00 NHL  - STANLEY CUP FINALS GM 5: CALGARY FLAMES @ TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING THE SIMPSONS (TVPG):  - HOMER THE VIGILANTE NHL  - STANLEY CUP FINALS GM 5: CALGARY FLAMES @ TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING COUNTDOWN WITH KEITH OLBERMANN 2:00

2:30 HAPPY DAYS (TVG):  -  HARDWARE JUNGLE 2:30

3:00 THE DEAD ZONE (TV14): - THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS HANNITY & COLMES 3:00

3:30 ESPNEWS 3:30

4:00 MLB  -  CLEVELAND INDIANS @ ANAHEIM ANGELS BOSTON PUBLIC (TV14): -  CHAPTER FOURTEEN THE NEWSHOUR 4:00

5:00 HEADLINE NEWS CROCODILE HUNTER (TVG):  - CROCODILE HUNTER GOES WEST (PT. 2) NBC NIGHTLY NEWS BET NIGHTLY NEWS 5:00

5:30 ESPNEWS JUDGE JUDY (TVPG): NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT 5:30

6:00 HEADLINE NEWS TOYOTA WORLD OF WILDLIFE (TVG):  - SIGNALS & SOUND ACCESS HOLLYWOOD LARRY KING LIVE 6:00

6:25 GUIDING LIGHT (TV14): 6:25

6:30 HEADLINE NEWS JACK HANNA'S ANIMAL ADVENTURES (TVG):  -  TO SAVE A SPECIES 6:30

7:00 ESPNEWS SESAME STREET BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER (TV14):  - GONE NEWSNIGHT WITH AARON BROWN 7:00

7:13 GENERAL HOSPITAL (TV14): 7:13

7:30 TOTALLY NASCAR 7:30

8:00 SPORTSCENTER LITTLE BILL (TVY7):  -  THE ZOO/MY PET ELEPHANT THE X-FILES (TV14): -  TITHONUS HOUSE OF MOUSE (TVY):  -  THE MOUSE WHO CAME TO DINNER PAULA ZAHN NOW 8:00

8:30 WHEEL OF FORTUNE (TVG): ALL GROWN UP (TVY): - TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 8:30

9:00 NHL  - STANLEY CUP FINALS GM 5: CALGARY FLAMES @ TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING THE DR. PHIL SHOW (TVPG): THE WILD THORNBERRYS (TVY):  - THE !KUNG AND I OZZY & DRIX (TVY7):  - OH MY DOG NIGHTLINE 9:00

9:30 SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (TVY):  -  BIG PINK LOSER / BUBBLE BUDDY AS TOLD BY GINGER (TVY):  - MOMMIE NEAREST HEADLINE NEWS 9:30

9:46 THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW (TVPG): 9:46

10:00 THE SIMPSONS (TVPG):  - HOMER THE VIGILANTE JEOPARDY! (TVG): HARDBALL WITH CHRIS MATTHEWS 10:00

10:30 HAPPY DAYS (TVG):  -  HARDWARE JUNGLE HEADLINE NEWS 10:30

10:35 GUIDING LIGHT (TV14): 10:35

11:00 THE DEAD ZONE (TV14): - THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS ESPNEWS PRIMETIME 11:00

11:17 GENERAL HOSPITAL (TV14): 11:17

11:30 PACIFIC REPORT 11:30

12:00 SPORTSCENTER HEADLINE NEWS BOSTON PUBLIC (TV14): -  CHAPTER FOURTEEN THE SIMPSONS (TVPG):  -  THE WANDERING JUVIE THE O'REILLY FACTOR 12:00

12:30 JUDGE JUDY (TVPG): MALCOLM IN THE MIDDLE (TVPG):  - MALCOLM'S JOB 12:30

13:00 FRENCH OPEN TENNIS - TODAY AT THE FRENCH OPEN: WOMEN'S SEMFINALS TODAY CROCODILE HUNTER (TVG):  - CROCODILE HUNTER GOES WEST (PT. 2) THE APPRENTICE (TVPG): - ETHICS SHMETHICS GOOD MORNING AMERICA 13:00

14:00 TOYOTA WORLD OF WILDLIFE (TVG):  - SIGNALS & SOUND ALIAS (TVPG): -  CONSCIOUS 14:00

14:30 JACK HANNA'S ANIMAL ADVENTURES (TVG):  -  TO SAVE A SPECIES 14:30

15:00 HOUSE OF MOUSE (TVY):  - THE MOUSE WHO CAME TO DINNER BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER (TV14):  - GONE PACIFIC REPORT HEADLINE NEWS 15:00

15:30 ALL GROWN UP (TVY):  - TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO (TVPG): ABC WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING 15:30

16:00 ESPNEWS OZZY & DRIX (TVY7):  -  OH MY DOG THE X-FILES (TV14): -  TITHONUS THE EARLY SHOW 16:00

16:30 TOTALLY NASCAR AS TOLD BY GINGER (TVY):  - MOMMIE NEAREST THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN (TVPG): 16:30

17:00 SPORTSCENTER JEOPARDY! (TVG): THE WILD THORNBERRYS (TVY):  - THE !KUNG AND I 17:00

17:30 HEADLINE NEWS SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS (TVY):  -  BIG PINK LOSER / BUBBLE BUDDY ACCESS HOLLYWOOD 17:30

18:00 BASEBALL TONIGHT ESPNEWS THE SIMPSONS (TVPG):  - HOMER THE VIGILANTE DUMB AND DUMBER FOX NEWS LIVE 18:00

18:30 SPORTSCENTER HEADLINE NEWS HAPPY DAYS (TVG):  -  HARDWARE JUNGLE 18:30

19:00 FRENCH OPEN TENNIS - MEN'S SEMIFINALS THE SIMPSONS (TVPG): - THE WANDERING JUVIE THE DEAD ZONE (TV14): - THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS PRIMETIME 19:00

19:30 MALCOLM IN THE MIDDLE (TVPG):  - MALCOLM'S JOB 19:30

19:45 THE MASK 19:45

20:00 THE APPRENTICE (TVPG):  - ETHICS SHMETHICS BOSTON PUBLIC (TV14): -  CHAPTER FOURTEEN FOX NEWS LIVE 20:00

21:00 ALIAS (TVPG): - CONSCIOUS CROCODILE HUNTER (TVG):  - CROCODILE HUNTER GOES WEST (PT. 2) HEADLINE NEWS 21:00

21:30 CINEMA SECRETS (TVPG): - REMAKING REALITY INSIDE POLITICS 21:30

22:00 PGA TOUR - THE MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT: SECOND ROUND HEADLINE NEWS TOYOTA WORLD OF WILDLIFE (TVG):  - SIGNALS & SOUND TODAY 22:00

22:30 TONIGHT SHOW WITH JAY LENO (TVPG): JACK HANNA'S ANIMAL ADVENTURES (TVG):  -  TO SAVE A SPECIES HEADLINE NEWS 22:30

23:00 BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER (TV14):  - GONE LESTER HOLT LIVE 23:00

23:30 THE LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN (TVPG): 23:30
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